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SLB’s Tall Wood & Mass Timber Initiatives

Open New Doors for Industry Growth

By George Emmerson

The Softwood Lumber
Board (SLB) is the
industry’s initiative to
protect and grow market
share for softwood
lumber products in

North America. Participating in the SLB is one

of the most important things we as industry
professionals can do to protect our markets, create
new opportunities for our business and ensure
the overall health of our industry today and in the
future.

One of the most exciting areas for growth that

the SLB has cultivated over the last five years is

in mass timber and tall wood buildings. Starting
with its groundbreaking research with Skidmore
Owings & Merrill (SOM) in 2013, which focused on
developing a 42-story prototype timber building,
and more recently via partnerships with Oregon
State University, Forest Products Laboratory,

and others, the SLB has been at the forefront in
generating new data and learning that proves
mass timber’s performance capabilities during fire,
blasts, and seismic events and the overall viability
of tall wood buildings.

Importantly, the SLB does not let its data lie
unused. Instead, by supporting its program
partner, the American Wood Council (AWC), the
SLB is translating its research findings into greater
acceptance for softwood lumber through changes
to building codes and standards. Through its work
with the International Code Council (ICC) Tall
Wood Building Ad Hoc Committee, the AWC, with
support and funding from the SLB, currently has

President & CEO, Sierra Pacific Industries

us on track to have mass timber buildings up to 18
stories be a part of the ICC International Building
Code by 2021. The Ad Hoc Committee submitted
over a dozen proposed changes in early 2018 that
would collectively allow for the construction of
multifamily and commercial wood buildings up to
270-feet tall. Decisions on all of these proposals
will be made in the fall of 2018, and every
favorable decision will mean that more wood can
and will be used in building construction in North
America. This is a feat that was hardly imaginable a
few short years ago before the SLB arrived on the
scene to unite industry companies across regions
to create new opportunities for our products.

While the AWC presses for more code changes, the
SLB’s other programs Think Wood, Wood, Naturally
and WoodWorks are busy delivering returns on
current investments. Collectively these programs
were responsible for converting over 1,050
buildings from steel or concrete to wood within
the last year alone. For five consecutive years, the
SLB has delivered year-on-year growth in return
on investment. | firmly believe that the SLB has
the combination of strategy, programs, and metrics
to ensure that it continues to deliver growth and
positive returns on investment for many years to
come. By demonstrating that wood is a superior
building material, the SLB is helping to ensure that
there is as much opportunity in the forest products
industry in North America as there has ever been.

To learn more about the Softwood Lumber Board,
visit www.softwoodlumberboard.org and follow

them on Twitter @lumberboard.
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SLB Investment Drives Wood Demand
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The SLB has become the
preeminent industry-
sponsored initiative working
to advocate for our products
in the building sector.”

Marc Brinkmeyer

Chairman, Idaho Forest Group
Softwood Lumber Board Chairman

Million Board Feet

3 new trees

18-story wood
planted for

775,000+ job
buildings o

The softwood lumber

SLB support for AWC is industry supports more every 1
An Ecosyste m creating opportunities for than 775,000 direct and harvested
softwood lumber in taller indirect jobs in harvesting

Strong markets for

wood buildings. and manufacturing.

of Demand Generation

lumber keep forests

as forests.
The Softwood Lumber Board's (SLB) ability to increase the market
demand for softwood lumber boosts industry ROI, maintains forests
as forests, creates jobs and strengthens communities.
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35 jobs
3.6+ billion supported

board feet

of demand
since 2012, thanks
to SLB investments—
1 billion board feet in
2017 alone.

for every 1 million
board feet processed.

Strong markets

$19.74 of revenue support communities

generated for « 509 mills
every $1 invested + 465 communities
« 32 states

into the SLB since 2012.
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617 million
influencers reached,

including architects, engineers and
developers, thanks to the SLB's reThink
Wood pro-wood communications program.

3 miillion cars
off the road

The 3.6 billion board

feet generated by the SLB
since its inception has
sequestered carbon equal
to taking 3 million cars
off the road.

New market opportunities
The seven-story, 220,000-square-foot
T3 office building in Minneapolis was
W \ constructed using nail-laminated timber
(NLT), consuming more than 2 million
board feet of softwood lumber.

24.4% increase
in purchase
consideration

and 8.8% increase in
purchase intent in
response to the SLB's
Wood, Naturally content.

9,300+ courses
taken by design
pros from architects, developers
and policymakers touring the
SLB-sponsored Timber City
exhibit in the National Building
Museum in 2017.

80,000 visits

SLB CEUs kept architects
and designers consis-
tently engaged in 2017.

1,054 projects converted S

in the U.S. in 2017, thanks to the collective
impact of SLB programs.
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® About the SLB
S L B The Softwood Lumber Board (SLB) is an industry-funded initiative established to promote the benefits and

uses of softwood lumber products in outdoor, residential, and non-residential construction and to increase
demand for appearance and softwood lumber products.

www.softwoodlumberboard.org | info@softwoodlumberboard.org | y@LumberBoard
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